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manent system of international arbitration, but while 
we talk about it Italy and the Argentine Republic put 
it into practice. At the present moment we have cause 
to regret exceedingly that while one Court after another 
has sent messages to the Czar intimating that his invita- 
tion to a conference is accepted, England has not yet 
done so. I trust that the omission will soon be repaired. 
That true Englishwoman, the Princess Alice, once said 
that she longed to be loved for her own sake. If there 
is one man in the world who has that great honor and 
blessing it is the Czar. There is no more beautiful pic- 
ture tban that of the Emperor of Russia coming forth 
from the sanctity of his peaceful and happy home to try 
and make all homes equally happy and peaceful. John 
Bright used to say that Free Trade had brought happi- 
ness and comfort to thousands of working people. If, 
however, the Czar succeeds in his enterprise he will 
spread those blessings to an even greater extent. The 
Christian Churches are moving and will move in this 
cause. One of the best things that Christian people in 
London could do would be to assemble in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, thereto join in united prayer for that blessing 
of God which alone can give success to the Czar's great 
work. If the Bishop of London will call such a meeting, 
which I as an old-fashioned Nonconformist would call a 
prayer meeting, it will be easy to arrange a service. All 
Christians believe in the Bible, and from that book the 
Bishop might frame prayers in which all would be de- 
lighted to join. 

The Rev. J. Scott Lidgett said : "I am glad to express 
the absolute unanimity with which throughout the world 
the great Methodist bodies have welcomed the proposal 
of the Czar. Perhaps the greatest danger to the peace 
of the Christian nations arises not so much in the council 
chambers of kings as from the ill-regulated enthusiasm 
and short-sighted utterances of crowds and of the people 
at large. The great armaments, as Lord Rosebery has 
said, inspire awe, but it is possible for us to be proud of 
our achievements on battlefields and to talk of our arma- 
ments until we come to suppose that, if not an absolute 
good in themselves, they are at least a very modified evil. 
The higher life of the nation will be injured by the growth 
of the military spirit. What a change has come over 
Germany, from the philosophers and poets and lovers 
of liberty of a century ago to the drill-sergeant of to-day, 
and what a terrible price the great Republic of France 
has paid in order to bring her army from its state of dis- 
organization to its present condition of military efficiency. 
It is the pressure of great armaments and the fear of 
bringing them into action which has paralyzed the concert 
of Europe. I trust the conference will be held, and that 
a reduction of armaments will be brought about." 

The following resolutions were carried unanimously 
and with much applause. 

' ' This meeting of the Christian Churches of the 
metropolis welcomes with unfeigned joy and thankfulness 
the proposal of his Majesty, the Emperor of Russia, to 
hold an International Conference to consider the limita- 
tion of international armaments, to seek means of ward- 
ing off the calamities which, in consequence of their 
steady development, are threatening the whole world, and 
to adopt measures for the maintenance of general peace. 
It assures his Imperial Majesty of its warm and profound 
sympathy with his proposal, and expresses the hope that, 



notwithstanding the difficulties and discouragements 
which may have to be encountered, he will persevere in 
his beneficent object until some practical and permanent 
result has been achieved. And it respectfully but earnest- 
ly urges the British Government to give its cordial co- 
operation to the Emperor, by doing all in its power to 
facilitate the holding of the proposed Conference and to 
further its success, thus helping a proposal which, in its 
opinion, embodies the soundest policy of national welfare, 
and is calculated to promote the highest civilization of 
mankind. 

"This meeting, composed of the servants and subjects 
of the Prince of Peace, reverently recognizes, in the pro- 
posal of the Russian Emperor, the guidance of Him who 
controls the hearts of kings and all who are in authority. 
It earnestly expresses the hope that all the Christian 
Churches in the land will do their utmost to secure 
recognition of the noble sentiments so opportunely ex- 
pressed by the Emperor, and to promote the co-operation 
of the British people in the proposed Conference ; and it 
desires the prayers of all Christian people, that God may 
bless the course proposed, preside over the deliberations 
of the Conference, and order its decisions for the welfare 
of the nations in accordance with His Divine wisdom." 



The Czar's Peace Manifesto. 

A Russian National Point of View. 

In our article last month on the Czar's Peace mani- 
festo, we joined the many enthusiastic voices in its 
favor, and " Gave the Czar what is the Czar's." As 
there are always two side3 to every question and two stand- 
points upon which to take up our position, we must now 
give " Russia what is Russia's," and consider the weak 
and unsatisfactory aspects of the step made by the Rus- 
sian Autocrat. 

The " Daily News," of October 15th, publishes the first 
account by Mr. W. T. Stead of his mission to the capitals 
of Europe with regard to the Czar's peace proposal. 
Says the writer: "From Brussels to Paris, from Paris 
to Berlin, my pilgrimage of peace had been but a dolo- 
rous way, growing ever darker and more dark, until it 
seemed as if there was no hope." In St. Petersburg, 
however, he found " a glad confident morning again." 
This, in common language, means that in the constitu- 
tional and democratic countries of Western Europe the 
Czar's Manifesto was looked upon with distrust and cold- 
ness, but that the officials of Holy Orthodox and Auto- 
cratic Russia speak with confidence of their master's 
Ukaze to foreign Powers. As Mr. Stead feels a sacred 
awe before Russian Autocracy, and cares less for the 
other opinions he gathered, he feels happy and says : " I 
have now satisfied myself, and have absolute confidence 
in proclaiming aloud on the housetop that all the gloomy 
and disheartening suggestions of sceptical pessimists are 
without foundation. In this proposal for the meeting of 
a Conference of the nations on the subject of disarma- 
ment, there is no humbug, there is no nonsense. The 
Czar means business. That it is a certainty no one of the 
few but influential persons who are in the confidence of 
the Czar has any doubt at all." We are then told that 
the writer met and conversed with Mr. Witte, the Russian 
Minister of Finance, and with Count Lamsdorff, of the 
Russian Foreign Office. The two Ministers, like two 
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chatty schoolgirls, were glad of the opportunity of un- 
burdening their souls before their English admirer, and 
they told him, if we may use a Muscovite expression, all 
their "Podnogotnuiu," or the secrets concealed under their 
finger nails. All this must seem very impressive and 
convincing to the mind of the kindly disposed and re- 
spectable English reader, but we must confess our own 
wonder at Mr. Stead's innocent confidence in everything 
the crafty Russian statesmen deemed it desirable to tell 
him. Not that we in any way mean to say that the 
Peace Conference should be rejected. Quite the contrary, 
we only too heartily join Mr. Stead when he asks that 
" from the heait and conscience of the great democracy 
of this country, there should be heard a response, over- 
whelming and universal," to any appeal for peace and 
disarmament. But we cannot shut our eyes to a circum- 
stance which Mr. Stead and others fail to see, or do not 
care to talk about. Whoever is the originator and author 
of the famous Manifesto, the fact remains that it was 
proclaimed by the single will of one man, with the real 
approval or enforced consent of a few irresponsible coun- 
sellors. Now, we ask, is there any guarantee that to- 
morrow the same autocrat may not change his mind, re- 
pent of his lofty ideas, become a more practical ruler, and 
change, by the same autocratic will, everything he has 
ordered yesterday ? Have there not been such cases in 
the past? Alas ! the history of Russia, not to mention 
other countries, is but too full of such instances. Be- 
sides, Nioholas II. is but mortal, and even if he is quite 
sincere in wishing peace, he may die at any moment, and 
there may arise " a new Pharaoh who did not know 
Joseph," one with more warlike ambitions, who will de- 
stroy as easily as his predecessor has been building up. 
Again, the history of Russia is full of such instances also. 

No, true friends of Peace must strive above all to de- 
stroy in its very source the power which has risen by 
militarism, rests on it, and is nursed by it. Autocracy 
must be destroyed in all its forms, and when nations, not 
kings, shall come to face one another in the full posses- 
sion of their human rights and duties, then may we ex- 
pect that they will arrive at the realization of their com- 
mon interest in abolishing war and concluding treaties of 
everlasting Peace. 

So far, the Czar's Manifesto has had an effect benefi- 
cial above all to himself. It has for the time being shut 
the eyes and ears of the world to the scenes of misery and 
starvation, which at the present moment afflict whole 
provinces in Russia. It has paralyzed the hands of the 
workers for internal reforms and liberty. The world is 
ringing with the magnanimity of the Autocrat, and every- 
one has been rendered deaf to the cry of his victims at 
home. The Press is busy with the sensation of the 
moment, repoiting great meetings and great speeches, 
developing plans of national peace demonstrations, etc., 
and has neither space nor desire to concern itself with the 
internal condition of the Russian people. 

Representing a Society and a paper which advocate be- 
fore the world at large Russia's greatest need of all, that 
of Civil and Religious Liberty, we realize more than any- 
body else the blow dealt to our righteous cause by the 
Imperial declaration of peace and goodwill towards other 
nations. Autocracy, while silencing its own subjects at 
home by sword and bayonet, has now silenced its oppo- 
nents abroad by a gracious invitation to meet and talk on 



peace, and the tongues that uttered yesterday curses and 
condemnation, are now rilled with praise and admiration. 
Czarism has triumphed, and we, who with aching heart 
and anguished soul, are watching its atrocities at home, 
must bow our head and keep our sorrow to ourselves, be- 
cause Mr. Stead is happy in St. Petersburg, and sends to 
an awaiting world glad tidings of the glory and angelic 
goodness of the young White Czar and his ministers and 
advisers. 

Has not this effect upon the public opinion of the civil- 
ized world been aimed at by the famous Manifesto ? Rus- 
sians of independent mind, more familiar with the inner- 
working of autocracy than Mr. Stead, d > believe the 
Manifesto to be but one of those steps which Czarism 
systematically undertakes in order to reconcile and appease 
an outside world hostile to and menacing its very exig- 
ence. The friendship of France was needed by the 
rulers of Russia in order to drive out Russian patriots 
who chose the cities of the Republic as centres for their 
propaganda of a Constitution for Russia. The Russian 
Government made no attempt to disguise its demands 
from the Frenchmen, for its ambassador formulated them 
officially and plainly asking that no Russian students 
should be accepted in French Universities', and no Rus- 
sian propaganda be allowed on Republican soil. The 
Peace Manifesto now pratically means for the Russian 
reform movement in England, what direct offijial de- 
mands meant for it in France. Over the length and 
breadth of Great Britain movements are on foot to organ- 
ize meetings " to hail, to encourage, to thauk the Czar, 
or to urge, to press, to request the British Government " 
to support the Czar's proposal. Who will listen now to 
the tale of woe coming from the land of the great noble 
idolized ruler? The agents of autocracy will avail them- 
selves of all these demonstrations for the tightening of 
their yoke over the Russian people, as they did of the cries 
of the French : " Vive le Czar !" Now, as then, the Rus- 
sian people will be told — in fact they are already told — 
that, at last, the whole world is acknowledging the supe- 
riority of the Divine Rights of their Heaven-appointed 
Ruler, that free England herself, who, but yesterday, 
cheered the opponents of the Autocrat, has now turned 
her back against them, and is at the feet of his Majesty. 
In a word, whether the world is going to gain anything 
or not by the sudden outbreak of humanitarianism on the 
part of Nicholas II., there can be no doubt that he has 
dealt a tremendous blow to the liberty and progress of 
his own subjects, and is now safer on his throne than any 
of his predecessors. 

This is the significance of the Czar's Peace Manifesto 
from a Russian national point of view. As for other 
nations, it must be naturally left to their leaders t > judge 
for themselves whether it is possible to gather grapes 
from thistles and roses from thorns. 

While giving the above view of the question which is 
now agitating the minds of all thinkiog men and women, 
we must admit that in all probability Mr. Stead's views 
will prevail, because they are more comforting. Yet, we 
thought it our duty to our readers to state the case as it 
appears to ourselves, at the same time, praying that the 
forthcoming conference may be richly blessed with re- 
sults, for any benefit to the woild at large must, in the 
long run, re-act beneficially on the welfare of Russia also. 
— The Anglo* Russian. 



